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U.N. sets 
tougher 
sanctions 
against 
N. Korea 


Action follows launch 
of yet another missile 


By Edith M. Lederer 


Associated Press 


UNITED NATIONS — The U.N. 
Security Council unanimously ap- 
proved tough new sanctions 
against North Korea on Friday in 
response to its latest launch of a 
ballistic missile that Pyongyang 
says is capable of reaching any- 
where on the U.S. mainland. 

The resolution adopted by the 
council includes sharply lower lim- 
its on North Korea’s refined oil im- 
ports, the return home of all North 
Koreans working overseas within 
24 months, and a crackdown on 
ships smuggling banned items in- 
cluding coal and oil to and from the 
country. 

But the resolution doesn’t in- 
clude even harsher measures 
sought by the Trump administra- 
tion that would ban all oil imports 
and freeze international assets of 
the government and its leader, 
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Lana Reedy of Homewood lights a candle Friday in front of 7634 Bennett St., where a house fire early Wednesday killed two women and a 4-year-old 
girl. Ms. Reedy lives two blocks away and said she was a family friend. 


Tax changes could aid parochial schools 


By Rich Lord 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A good deal for some big tax- 
payers and their favored private 
schools is about to become better. 

That’s because a 16-year-old 
state program that allows busi- 
nesses to essentially reroute their 
levies to private schools just got a 
subtle boost from the new federal 
tax rewrite. The resulting win- 
ners could include private educa- 
tion organizations, including pa- 
rochial schools, and certain savvy 
donors. 

The losers? That depends on 
state politics. Republicans have 
pushed to increase the amount of 


Overhaul 


This is one of a series of stories 
running over the next several days 
on the impact of the new tax bill. 


tax money rerouted to private 
schools, and Democrats have 
tended to try to limit the cost to 
state coffers. 

At a Wednesday visit to Hillel 
Academy, state House Speaker 
Mike Turzai, R-Bradford Woods, 
said he’d continue to try to expand 
the state’s indirect support for pri- 
vate schools, including the Educa- 
tion Improvement Tax Credit 
— and he predicted continued op- 
position. 


“When we were in the budget 
throes, there were many people 
talking about eliminating EITC in 
the governor’s office,” said Mr. 
Turzai, who is seeking the Repub- 
lican nomination to run against 
Gov. Tom Wolf next year. “I can 
assure you there would be people 
who would be more than happy to 
eliminate those tax credits.” 

Mr. Wolfs spokesman said fis- 
cal prudence has been the center- 
piece in the governor’s approach 
to supporting private education, 
claiming that Mr. Turzai’s “legis- 
lative shenanigans threatened 
these tax credits.” 


SEE TAXES, PAGE A-9 


CHIP gets temporary funding 


reprieve but remains in peril 


By Kate Giammarise 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


As lawmakers left Washington 
until January, a continuing resolu- 
tion Congress passed this week 
would fund the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program — but only 
through March. 

Federal funding for the pro- 
gram, which insures more than 
180,000 Pennsylvania children, ex- 
pired months ago, when Congress 
failed to act by a Sept. 30 deadline. 

In a statement Friday, Pennsyl- 
vania Gov. Tom Wolf and acting 
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e President Trump signs tax cut mea- 
sure into law, A-4. 


Human Services secretary Teresa 
Miller called the temporary fix dis- 
appointing. 

“[T]his partial funding is not the 
answer and Congress’ failure to do 
the right thing and fully fund this 
critical program is appalling,” they 
wrote. 


SEE CHIP, PAGE A-3 
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Today in our Local News section and online at post-gazette.com , we’re 
highlighting the best images of 2017 with news, feature and sports galler- 
ies and a multimedia presentation of PG staff photojournalists and multi- 
media journalists talking about their most memorable moments of the 


year as it winds down. 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Steph Chambers/ Post-Gazette 


States that expanded Medicaid 
under the Affordable Care Act in 
2014 saw a large increase in the 
early detection of cancer in pa- 
tients ages 18 to 65 compared with 
states that did not expand Medic- 
aid, according to a new study co- 
authored by a University of Pitts- 


burgh researcher. 

The study, published Thursday 
in the American Journal of Public 
Health, adds to a growing body of 
evidence in other studies that 
shows that in the first year of Med- 
icaid expansion, 2014, cancer de- 
tection improved not just in non- 
senior adults, but those older than 
65 — which resulted from an 
ACA-mandated change in Medi- 


Medicaid expansion helped detect cancer early 


care coverage — and those 
younger than 26 — which resulted 
from an ACA rule that adults 
younger than 26 could stay on 
their parents’ health insurance. 
“One of the key objectives of the 
ACA was to increase early cancer 
detection, particularly for low-in- 
come and vulnerable 


SEE MEDICAID, PAGE A-3 


Pa. has paid plenty for misconduct allegations 


By Mark Scolforo 


Associated Press 


HARRISBURG — Records now 
show all three branches of Penn- 
sylvania state government have 
settled sexual misconduct allega- 
tions since 2010, claims that in- 
cluded unwelcome touching, kiss- 
ing and lascivious comments. 


The running total of disclosed 
payments to settle claims and in- 
vestigate complaints over the past 
eight years now stands at more 
than $369,000. 

New documents obtained by 
The Associated Press show the 
Treasury Department paid $7,500 
to cover an employee’s legal costs 
in a sexual harassment and retali- 


ation complaint and agreed to 
transfer her. 

The state Senate disclosed Fri- 
day that although it has not been 
sued or settled any claims for al- 
leged sexual misconduct, it has in- 
curred more than $10,000 in legal 
bills to investigate such matters 


SEE CLAIMS, PAGE A-9 


Weather 

Rain, then flurries. 
Daytime high 50, 
tonight's low 29. 
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Note to readers 


PEA D-1 


The Post-Gazette will be available only in an electronic edition Monday, not 
in print for delivery or at newsstands.This e-edition will be emailed 

ae to subscribers on Christmas Day and may be accessed at pge.post- 
TERN D-5 gazette.com or go to PG NewsSlide. There will be a print edition on Jan. 1. 
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